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No doubt, when funds permitted, there
would be manv roads through the park.

Mr. GEORGE said the Premier had
not bad the courtesy to reply to his
question; therefore he moved that the
item be reduced by £1,000, as he did not
believe in being treated like that.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8Bir J. Forrest)
said the fence referred to was erecled
along the Fremantle Road, and in order
to leave the road as wide us possible,
the fence was put close to the bank, the
result being that a quantity of soil slipped
down and had to be removed, and a
considerable amount of expense was thus
incurred. He thought the contractor had
received nearly twice the amount-of his
contract price through this alteration of
the fence, and the contract had been
carried out very slowly. The contractor
requested to be allowed to obtain stone
from the park, aund also along the face of
the Fremantle Road, but the Park Board
refused permission, as they thought the
removal would disfigure the roadway.
No prowmise was made by the Board that
the contractor should get stone from
there.

Amendment for reduction of item put
and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

On the motion of Mr. SoLonmox, pro-
gress wag reporled, and leave given to sit
again,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1048 pm.,
until the next day.

[COUNCIL.)

Constitution Amendment.

Legislative Gouncil,

Thursday, 3rd September, 1896.

Select, Comunittes ou Meat Supply: report of—Cou-
stitulion Act Amendment Bill: third rending—Post
Oflice Savings Bank Bill: third rending—Exeoss
Bill, 1395: third reading—Coolgardie GoMficlds
Water S13;p| ¥ Loan Bill: committee: third reading—
Judges Pensions Bill: first reading—Streets and
(Greenmount and Marble Bar) Closure Bill : second
reading: committee—Streets and Roads (Mullewan
and  Busselton) Closure Bill: second vending:
committee—Adjonrnment,

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir @. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 430 o'clock p.m.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON MEAT SUPPLY.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I have to move for
an extension of tiwe to the 22nd Sep-
tember, for the purpose of bringing up
the report of the joint committee on the
meat supply question,

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton): I may point out to the hon.
member thal it is customary for these
reports to be laid on the table of hoth
Houses similtaneously. It appears that
the report was presented to the Legisla-
tive Assembly yesterday, and it ought to
have been presented here at the same
time.

Question put and passed.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING,

Tur MINISTER IF'OR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I move that this Bill
be now read a third time.

Tae Hox. 8. H PARKER: The Hon.
Mr. Burges was right, I think, in saying
that these amendments should he given
notice of. Now that we see the amend-
ment in print, it appears to have been
most clumsily drawn. It reads:—* Not-
“withstanding anything contained in
“ Qection 8 of the Amendment Act, the
“seats of the members elected at the first
“ election of members for the North-East
“ Province, which seats by the said section
“would hevome vacated on the comple-
“tion of o period of two years from the
“date of election, and each succeeding
‘“period of two years, etc”” Therefore,
it goes on for ever, instead of stating that
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the seats would be vacuted at certazin
specified times, so as to avoid any diffi-
culty arising.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time and
passed.

EXCESS BILL, 1594,
THIRD KEADING.

This Bill was read o third time and
passed.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY LOAN BILL.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Tmove that you, Sir,
do now leave the Chair for the purpose
of considering this Bill in committee,

Tz Hox. R. G. BURGES: I move,
as an amendment, that the Bill be referred
to a seleck committee consisting of seven
members, with power to call for persons
and papers, and to report this day fort-
night. T have already fully explained
my ideas ou this Bill, and I do not think
I need take up much more time. After
what was said by hon. wembers yeslerday,
I feel sure they will be inclined to sup-
port me in having this Bill referred to o
select committee. Tf hon, members will
look at the map, which is on the table,
they will see that the ronte which I
sugpest is  considerably more divect
than that proposed by the Government.
For every mile 270 tons of pipes will
have to be laid, and considering the
scarcity of haulage power, the shorter the
distance we can make the route the
better. I should like to know how the
(rovernment propose to ¢carry 270 ions of
pipes per mile, for 330 miles and carry on
the present traflic at the same time, in-
creased as it will be by the haulage of
materials for the dams. Tast year the
residents of the Eastern districts were
ireated in a disgraceful manner, and the
farmers were told on one oceasion, that
after & certain date, no chaff would be
carried until another date, which was
mentioned. That is not the way to help
the agriculturist, and if we are going to

_ price.
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take away the haulage power for the
carriage of these pipes and material, I do
not know what is going to happen to the
settlers when the work is commenced. It
is said that - my proposal means the
construction of a railway, and therefore
delay, bhut 1 may point out, that the line to
Coolgardie, a distance of 118 miles, was
constructed in ten months, so that it
would noi tuke long at the same rafe to
build the line T suggest. I do not think
there is any great hurry, and this is
shown hy the Government themselves, be-
ciause they say that after the Bill is passed
they propose to refer the details to special-
ists in Fnglund, I think this ought to be
done before we pass the Bill.  There are
many matters which want ingquiring into
into. For instance, in Appendix ¥ it is
stated that the quality of the water
everywhere is excellent.  That is a mis-
take, for cveryone knows that even the
people who live on the Avon do not use
it. The route, as shown by the Govern-
ment, goes nearly north for a long way,
and not in the direction of the goldfields,
aud I should like to get seme evidence as
to why this is so. The Hon. Mr. Taylor
hag told uws that the scheme will not
supply sufficient water, and the Engineer.
m-Chief bas told me that if in time more
water is required the top reservoir will
have to be used. If this is so, why should
we not spend o little more money now
and get all we require at once, especially
as ik will have the additional advauiage
of making a safe line for the travelling
public.

Tue Hown. 8. H. PAREKER: The
object. of course, of appeinting a sclect
commiitee iy to obtain further informa-
tion. As T am not satisfied that we have
before us the fullest information obtain-
able I shall vote with the Hon. Mr.
Buorges. The first question we have to
consider is whether it is absolutely neces-
sury to supply these fields with water.
Until recently I was under the impression
that such was necessary, but very lately
I have learnt that many of the mines are
striking water at depths of from 200 feet
to 300 feet; in fact, some of them are
complaining of having too much water.
We know that ahout Coolgardie water
has been struek in a number of wells at a
depth of 180 feet, and that these wells
are now supplying the town at a moderate
In these circumstances, I am not
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at all satisfied that it is necessary to
undertake the work. Then, assuming the
work is necessary, should it be undertaken
at the public cost or by private enter-
prise. I nofice by the returns which
have been laid upon the table that many
proposals have been placed before the
Government, and I am not at all satisfied
that, with a little encouragement, private
enterprise cannot undertake the work,
Another question we have to consider is
will a scheme, which 1s to take three
years to carry out, be of any use to pre-
vent companies and individuals on the
goldfields becoming bankrupt.  Will not
the delay render the supply almost usc-
less? We have been told that unless a
supply is provided at once the goldfields
will collapse in three months. The
Government do not proposze to provide a
supply in three months; they propose to
provide a supply in three years. 1 have
been told by mining managers, who con-
trol mines of considerable magnitude,
that if they have to wait three yewrs for
the Government supply the mines will
eollapse. As T think we should have in.
formation on these three points I shall
vote for the appointment of a select com-
mittee.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Witienoom) : Although this is a
motion to refer the Bill to a select com-
mittee, I may, perhaps, be pardoned if I
digress somewhat from the guestion
before the House, seeing I lost my right
of reply on the last occasion. I should
not ask for this privilege were it not for
the purpose of supplying hon. members
with some of the information they have
asked for. Before I procecd further I
should like to congratulate hon. members
on the manngr in which they have ap-
roached this importunt question, for,
although, whether £2,500,000 may be con-
sdered a large or small amount, it cannot
be gainsaid that it will make s large addi-
ticn to our indebtedness. In these cir-
cumstances it must be gratifving to the
gountry to find that thig Bill has been
considered as carefully as it has heen. I
must, however, take exception to some of
the statements which have been made by
hon. members. The Governinent have not
tried torush this Bill but haveendeavoured
to atford all the information they can and
have given every opportunity for the
question to be carefully cousidered. To
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those who havesupported the Bill, I extend
the thanks of the Government, and 1 feel
sure that thetr names will be handed down
toposterity asbelonging to gentlemen who
were broadl-minded and who held pro-
gressive views. To those who have
opposed the Bill 1 treat their opinions
with respect, although I cannot agree
with them. In principle the scheme has
been favourably received, and all the
controversy has been centred upon the
details, Tn listening to the debate I was
much struck with the argument of the
Hon. Mr. Burges becaunse he said that by
adopting a different route there would be
a saving of distance. There are only two
points which could be referred for con-
sideration by a select committee. The
first is whether there could be any saving
in distance, and the second is whether
any further information than that given
by the Eungineer-in-Chief could he ob-
tained ; in fact, is the Engineer-in-Chief
reliable. I will deal with the first of
these questions. I have here aplan which
is the resull of three surveys of the rail-
way from Guildford to York. The first
is called the Helena route, the second is
the present route over Grechmount,
and the third is the Chittering route.
The route the Hon. Mr. Burges con-
tends for is the Helena voute and
the reservoir is close upon the ten-
mile post. Therefore, apparently, the
Hon. Mr. Burges is correct in thinking
that by adopting this route there wonld
be a saving of some miles of pipe laying
as well as giving further facilities to his
own ¢onstituents by the construction of
the railway. I think the thanks of hon,
members constituents are due to him
for the mannper in which he has advo-
cated their cause. TFrom the reservoir to
York by the surveyed route is 47 miles.
From the reservoir to Northam the
distance is 48 miles o difference of one
mile. From York to Cunderdin the
distance is 36 miles, and from Northam
37 miles, so that by the hon. members
route we save ahout two miles. We
cannot go North of that route or South
of it because the country will not allow
it.

Tae Horx. R. G. Burczs: I heg to
draw your attention to the report which
you gave me, and which shows the dis-
tance from Northam to be 67 miles, and
from York 57 miles.
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Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou, ~

E. H. Wittenoom): If the hon. member
looks at the reports he will find that the
cost of the line suggested by the hun.
member is £191,000. Then we have to
add 36 miles at about £2,000 per mile,
which would make it ahout £2,500,000
from York te Cunderdin and from the
reservoir.  Seeing, therefore, that uno

_one else,

great distance could be saved, and that .

before we can lay the pipes we must
construet a railway at a cost of at
leust £200,000, hon. members will sec
that it is better to follow the line which
already exists. Moreover, the surveys
for this new Ling will take at least twelve
months to complete, and by the time the
materizl was ordered and landed I do not
hesitate to say it would take bwo years
hefore the line was completed, and there-
fore two years before this scheme conld
be commenced. Under the proposal of
the Government only about 20 miles of
rails have fo be laid, and as time is the
essence of the contract this work can be
completed in a much shorter time than
under the proposal of the hon. member.
Another argument which perhaps the
hon. member intended to use, and if he
did not I might give him the benefit of
the hint, was that in time the Gowern-
ment would have to duplicate the present
ling, and instead of laying the rails
alongside those now existing a different
route might be adopted. The objection
to this, bowever, is that you cannot very
well work a. line of this character because
the people residing intermediate between
the points cannot use it. It has heen
said that the railway will not be able to
carry the pipes. There are 90,000 tons of
pipes to becarried. Thatis about 89 tons
per week. Then as to whether the infor-
mation supplied by the Engineer-in-Chief
is reliable or not. Mr. O’Connor's
reputation is at stake on this work and if
it 1s not a suecess he is practically a
ruined wan. He is as much responsible
in giving an opinion on a question of

this kivd as the Hon, Myr. Stone is in .

giving a legal opinion. If this question
were submitted to a select commiittee,
and the ecommittee brought in a report in
opposition to his scheme, what position
would the Government be in.
would have brought forward a scheme
which their professional advisers had
recommended to them and of course they

They -
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could not aceept auny other proposal, The
Grovernment do not profess to be ahle tn
deal with the details of a schene of this
kind, They have their professional
advisers and they would not be justified
in laying aside the advice which is given
io them in favour of the opinion of any-
Then 1 would ask would the
select committee be able to get opinions
from gentlemen of equal repute to the
Engineer-in-Chief. They would not, have
as much tolose as Mr. O'Counor. Again,
T take it that the details of & scheme of
this kind do not ¢come within the province
of this House te deal with. Hon. mem-
bers have to deal with the principle of
this scheme and if they think that the
colony is mnot justiied in embarking
upon it then they should throw it out.
The Hon. Mr. Stone hus referred to the
fact that there are in all 16 or 17 sites,
and he says that he would like to inquire
into some of the others. If the hon.
gentleman will look at the report, he will
find that Mr. Hodgson has no hesitation
in saving which site should be adopted.
Then later on he says *“ that the estimates
appended hereto are made on the assump-
tion that the Helena site will be adopted.”
I do not propuse, however, to go further
into the matter, but [ earnestly wrge that
this Bill will not be sent to a select com-
mitige. All the evidence available hasbeen
laid before us in the various papers, and,
I may add, that it is impossible that all
the details can be arranged at once.

Tre Hon. W. ALEXANDER: T have
much pleasure in supporting the motion
of the Hon. Mr. Burges. To my mind
the details before us are too 1neagre and
insufficient to warrant us in passing the
Bill at the present moment. I am not
prepared to dispute the figures of the
Engineer-in-chief, although I am pre-
paved to prove that the work, even taking
Mr. (YConnor's own figures, cannot be
done at the price named. I think it
would be uwnwise to allow this Bill to
pass without first referring it to a select
committec.

Tee Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: T move
that the House do now divide.

The House divided with the following
result . —

Ayes ... .. 10
Noes ... . 7

Majority for . 3



626  Streels and Roads Closure.

ATES, Nogs.
The Hon. H. Briggs The Hou. R. G. Burges
The Hon. D, K. Congdon | The Hon. S. J. Hoynes
The Hon. J. W. Hackett The Hou. A. B. Kidson
The Hon. D, McKay The Hon. §. H, Parker

The Hon, C. A. Piesse

The Houn. H. J. Saunders

The Hon, W, Spencer

The Hon. J. H. Taylor

The Howu. E, H. Wittenoom

The Hou. R. §. Haynes
{Teller),

The Hon. J. E, Richardson

The Hon. F. M. Stone

The Hon. W. Alexander
[Fuller).

Question—that the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the question
—put.

The House divided, with the following
result:—

Ayes . 10
Noes ... v 7
Majority for e 3
AYES. Noes.

The Hon. H, Briggs

The Hon. 1. K. Congdon

The Hon. J. W. Hackett

The Hon, D, McKay

The Hon. J. E. Richardson

The Hon. ®, J. Saunders

The Hon, W, Spencer

‘Fhe Hon. J. H. Taylor

The Hon, E. H, Witt

The Hon. R. 8. Hoyues
{Tellor).

Question—that the President do now
leave the Chair for the purpose of con-
sidering the Bill in committee—put and
passed.

The Hon, W. Alexander
The Hon. R. G. Burges
The Hon. 5. J. Hoynes
The Hon, A. B, Kidson
The How. 8. H. Parker
The Hon. . A, Piesse
The Hon. F. M. Stoue
{Teller},

IN COMMITTEE,

The Bill was then considered in com-
mittee, agreed to without amendment,
reported. and the report adopted.

The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READIKNG.

The Bill was then read a third time
and passed.

JUDGES' PENSION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

STREETS AND ROADS (GREENMOUNT
AND MARBLE BAR) CLOSURE BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H Wittenoom): This is merely a
formal Rill, for the purpose of legalising
the closing of certain streets at Green-
mount, and substituting others in their
places. I move that it be now read a
second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Bunbury Havbour.,

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was then considered in com-
mittee, agreed to without amendimment,
reported, and report adopted.

STREETS AND ROADS (MULLEWA AND
BUSSELTON) CLOSURE BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): This, like the last,
is a Bill to close up certain streets which
are not in use, and which are necessary to
be closed for railway purposes. I move
that it be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Rilt read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was then considered in com-
wittee, agreed to without amendment,
reported, and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 615 o'clock p.wm. ad-

‘journed until Tuesday, 22nd September,

at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

Teqislatibe Assembly,
Tharsday, Srd September, 1896.

Question : Bunbury Haorbour Improvements-—Motion:
Leave of nhsence—Tobneco {(unmannfactured) Duty
Rill: first reading—Customs Duties Repeal Bill:
first rending—Judges’ Pensions Bill : third rending
—Agricnltural Lands Purchase Bill: Tegislative
Council’s suggestions ; in committee—Annual Esti.
mates, 18%6.7 : further cousidered in committee—
Adjournment.

Tae SPEAEKER took the c¢hair at 4-30
o'clock, p.n.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION--BUNBURY HARBODR
IMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, by leave and
without notice, asked the Premier whether
the plans and specifications of the pro-
posed improvements for Bunbury harbour
would he laid on the table of the House.



